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masses.   He made his brilliant generalization of the experience of the revolu-
tion accessible to the international proletariat.

In view of the ideological and political confusion that then prevailed and
the severe crisis the Party was experiencing, it was extremely important for
the fate of the working-class movement and of the Party to determine
correctly the road which the Party was to pursue. The great service that
Lenin rendered then was that in this exceptionally severe and crucial period
in the life of the Party he, with brilliant foresight, indicated the road the
movement would pursue and vigorously combated those who attempted to
turn the Party from this road, to create panic in its ranks, or lure~it into
political adventures.

In doing this Lenin based himself upon a strictly scientific analysis, made
from ever}- angle, of Russia's path of development, of the situation and stand
taken by the different classes., of their interrelations and their policies. The
objective aims of the bourgeois-democratic revolution in Russia had not been
achieved, he said; the profound causes that gave rise to the first revolution,
and were again pushing the masses into the revolutionary struggle, had not
been removed. Another revolution was inevitable. It would be wrong
however, he added., to ignore the new factor which had arisen since the
revolution,, and which was one of its consequences, namely, the Stolypin
regime.

While cruelly suppressing the revolutionary movement of the workers
and peasants, the tsarist government at the same time resorted to an extensive
manoeuvre. On November 9, 1906, Stolypin, the Prime Minister, promul-
gated a new agrarian law, which granted the peasants the right to leave the
village communities and to set up separate homesteads. The object of this
law was to break up the common ownership of land. Every peasant was given
the opportunity to take over his allotment as his private property and to leave
the village community. The peasants were also allowed to sell their allot-
ments. It was made obligatory for the village communities to provide those
who desired to leave the community with land in a single plot. The rich
peasants, known as kulaks, were thus able to buy up the land of the poorer
peasants at a low price. Within a few years over a million peasants lost their
land entirely and became paupers. On the other hand, the number of kulak
homesteads increased considerably. The tsarist government compelled the
village communities to allocate to the kulaks the best plots of land, and it
loaned them considerable sums to help them to set up their farms. Stolypin's
object was to creat a class of small landowners who would loyally defend the
tsarist regime.

. It was necessary to understand the significance of Stolypin's policy in
order to forecast the prospects of the revolution. Lenin explained this
policy from the Bolshevik view point in a series of articles and lectures. At
the same time he sharply criticized the doctrinaire and stereotyped views of
the Liquidators and Otzovists, whose approach to the subject showed their
utter inability to apply the Marxist method.

Lenin's description and analysis of Stolypin's policy is a classical example
of the application of the Marxist dialectical method in analysing social
phenomena. The Liquidators, he said, were utterly wrong in stating that this
policy wiped out all prospects of another revolution. Stolypin's policy
marked a further stage in the process of conversion of the feudal autocracy
into a bourgeois monarchy. It was an attempt on the part of the serfowner
landlords to solve the problems of the bourgeois evolution of Russia in